Thoracotomy in the management of metastatic soft-tissue sarcomas in adults.
The multidisciplinary management of metastatic soft-tissue sarcomas in adults is capable of salvaging approximately half of the afflicted patients. This management includes preoperative chemotherapy for three months, thoracic surgery, continued chemotherapy, and the use of intrapleural mitoxantrone for once-present malignant pleural effusions or suspected pleural seeding of tumor. Thus, there is a definite role for the inclusion of thoracic surgery in the management of patients with soft-tissue sarcomas in whom pulmonary metastases develop.